The pros at This Old House help
you tackle your to-do list
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DIY fixes for your
home’s most
annoying little
allments

(Yup, that’s one for every weekend)

Caring for ahome is more like a marathon than
al00-yard dash. Trying to sprint through myr-
iad repairs in the days before you host a dinner
party or the in-laws come for a visit only leads
to frustration. And, like a winded runner drop-
ping out of a race early, you won't finish. But if
you pace yourself, taking on just one project a
weekend, you'll always be working with fresh
legs. Thanks to the following quick and clever
solutions to 52 of your home's most niggling
problems, you'll be moving onto more relaxing
weekend pursuits in as little as 5 minutes.
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$or<ofas and stuff
that stays put
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> finishes
and furniture
2_An air bubble is marring
your wallpaper job. If it's less
thanlinchacross and you . %
don'tfeel any debris inside, 1
such as a paint chip, you can
forgo the standard procedure
of slicing an Xinto the paper
and brushing adhesive behind |
it. Instead, use a syringe
($5; at paint stores) to poke
apinhole that releases the

~airand allows you to inject
adhesive right whereit's
needed. Togetacleancutin
vinyl paper, make a small slit 1
with a utility knife before
inserting the syringe. ,

T

3 Plaster walls look rough.
Brush on a matte paintrather
than the usual eggshell. The
ultra-flat sheen helps hide
imperfections inthe surface;
any amount of glossiness
reflects light and highlights
Unevenness. :

4 _Old picture holes are
glaring black dots. Overfill
holes with a lightweight patching
compound. Oncedry, smooth |
with a damp sponge. Unlike with ‘
sandpaper, there's no dust and |
no damage to the wall paint. ;.

5 The cupboard door won't |
stay shut. The old spring or |
roller latch is worn out or
covered with paint. Order a “
heavy-duty magnet catch
($4: rockler.com)and

install it in just a couple of |
minutes. Works great for
medicine chests, too.

6 Scratches are ruining the
look of woodwork. Hide marks
in furniture, trim, and floors
using Minwax markers ($5
each, in nine colors; at hardware
stores). They provide pinpoint
stain application.
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